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Enthused by two-day workshop, youth look forward to Prajnaa 

 

 

 

 

Does "Learn to Speak Sanskrit" sound like some one’s New Year's resolution? It seemed 
so, for twenty-six American born teenagers who were performing skits in Sanskrit before a 
cheering audience of 150 people on the New Year’s first Saturday. The venue was the Harvard 
Community Center in Irvine, Southern California, and the event "Viswa Samskrita 
Dinam"(VSD) or World Sanskrit Day celebrations organized by Samskrita Bharati USA, a 
voluntary non-profit organization dedicated to popularizing spoken Sanskrit. 



The VSD was a part of the "samaropa" or culmination celebration of a two-day youth 
workshop organized by Samskrita Bharati in LA area. The workshop that ran from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. on 3rd and 4th January at the College Park club house had two beginner batches and one 
intermediate batch.  The teachers included Naresh Satyan and Prabha Mandayam - PhD students 
in engineering at Caltech, Krishna Prasad Jagannathan a PhD student from MIT , Sowmya Joisa,  
full time volunteer for Samskrita-Bharati based in LA, Varija Yelagalawadi a 9th grade student 
and Govinda Yelagalawadi , Secretary of Samskrita-Bharati USA. Studded with games, skits, 
stories and songs, the classes followed Samskrita-Bharati's popular style of teaching Sanskrit 
through Sanskrit itself or what is known as the ‘direct teaching method.  

  Sthaneshwar Timalsena , Professor in religious studies at San Diego State University and 
a Sanskrit scholar as well as Babu Parameswaran, a well known Carnatic music vocalist in 
Southern California, spoke on the occasion of the samaropa ceremony. The program also 
became a "sangamam" (coming together) for Sanskrit enthusiasts, their families,  and people who 
have been attending Sanskrit workshops and study groups over the past 4 months . Samskrita-
Bharati's work in the Los Angeles area has got a big boost since September 2007 when Sowmya 
Joisa became a full-time-volunteer after her undergraduate studies at UPenn. Since then, ten 
different batches of students, totaling over 130, have taken part in Samskrita-Bharati's beginner 
classes.   

In the recent past, Samskrita-Bharati has expanded its activities, with a special focus on 
the youth. Besides the annual 4-day family camps held at the east and west coasts of the United 
States, Samskrita-Bharati organized a 5 day residential camp named "Shraddhaa" in the East 
Coast in June 2007.  This camp was devoted exclusively for Indian-American youth, and 
particularly noteworthy was that it was taught by youth of Asian Indian ancestry born and raised 
in the United States.  The "trial camp”  was a resounding  success with continued requests from 
the young participants to extend the duration for the 2008 camp. Heeding to this,  Samskrita-
Bharati  is planning "Shraddhaa 2008" from June 22 to 28 of 2008.  Further,  an additional 
residential youth camp  "Prajnaa 2008" is scheduled in the west coast during the month of July.   

When asked about the workshop , Kaushik Shankar an 11th grader who had attended 
Samskrita-Bharati’ s classes before, commented, "Normally,  I only  talk with my family in 
Sanskrit. It was great to meet new people my age at the camp with whom I could talk to in 
Sanskrit." Sheela Bhongir, a sophomore at Calstate Northridge noted, "I really liked the teaching 
style of the camp. Without using English, the teacher was able to use his hand gestures and facial 
expressions to make clear the meanings of words and phrases. I really liked that technique…it 
made Sanskrit enjoyable and easy to learn."  

If these are any indication of how much the youth have started enjoying learning to speak 
in this "ancient" language in the US, Samskrita-Bharati can surely look forward to a successful 
"Prajnaa" camp as well.   
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