by Wayne Van Gelderen Sr.

“For there are certain men crept in unawares.”
Jude 4

Rﬁmember the Trojan horse! That huge wooden
orse on wheels that was offered by the
Greeks in an apparent gesture of defeat to Troy
and their seeming inability to successfully besiege
and take the city. However, that same night Greek
warriors hidden in the horse crept out, opened the
gates, and let their army into the city.

Trojan horses are in our midst today! One of
them comes by way of home schoolers in funda-
mental Baptist churches who, in their need, seek
“umbrella groups.” Here they get excellent help
and resources. Also, they may be making close
friends with those who are not of us. New Evangel-
icals, Charismatics, and sometimes even Mormons
and Catholics become part of their network. That
which we would condemn in any other framework
makes its intrusion into our churches without our
sensing or noticing it! Please do not feel that I am
criticizing home school families; they have no
choice. The fault is ours for not sensing their plight
and handling it within our church ministries. A
great protection would be for churches without
schools to form a “Home School Academy.” This
would give the legal protection of a school, handle
reports, give help to families, and so on. This is
being done successfully in many places. I have

started several myself as models and am very sat-
isfied at their efficiency and success.

Churches with traditional schools can add a
program or “school” that is only for home school-
ers. This also is being done successfully in a num-
ber of places.

In both cases, if done right, much of the need
for outside groups will be eliminated. The home
schoolers are quite numerous. Families can be and
are being driven away from our good churches to
compromising ones by a sense of not being
wanted and understood. Many are also influenced
by extreme and sometimes unscriptural positions
promoted by some home school leaders that will
further alienate them from us and rob them of bal-
ance and usefulness.

On the other hand, traditional school people
have, in the defense of their position, made unwar-
ranted and unwise statements in their criticism of the
home school families. The strength of home school-
ers is the dedication of the parents to Christ and to
their children. The weakness could be lack of balance
and lack of involvement in their church. The weak-
ness of the traditional school is lack of dedication on
the part of many parents and lack of dedication in the
lives of some of the teachers. All of this needs to be
addressed—and quickly! These are real factors in the
deterioration of our churches! WG]
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