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Though the
principle of per-
sonal holiness
is supposedly
maintained,
the outwork-
ings of it are so
diffused that it
clouds any hon-

est application.

ana everyumng tnat 1s apart Irom uod 18
demanded. GOD IS HOLY—totally apart and dif-
ferent from all His creation. Some have the idea
that holiness is a heart attitude alone and that
lifestyle standards are altogether surface and pos-
sibly legalistic. However, the verse quoted above,
“be ye holy,” is part of a two-verse command to
believers. I Peter 1:15 reads, “But as He which
hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all man-
ner of conversation.” Conversation is an old Eng-
lish translation of the Greek word meaning con-
duct, lifestyle, or manner of living. This means the
outward expression of the inward heart; therefore,
it is a part of the message of holiness!

There is another aspect to our being holy.
I Peter 1:16 says, “Because it is written, be ye holy,
for I am holy.” Holiness is more than the absence

our present aay preacning. 1ne empnasis 1s on us
and not God. As one has said, “Our preaching
today is mostly horizontal instead of vertical.”

One of the elements missing from messages
that call Christians back to holiness and revival is
hatred of sins and mourning over them. In other
words, taking God’s side against ourselves. Though
God forgives instantly when we sincerely admit our
sins, He does not restore our hardened consciences
immediately. James 4:8-10 says to believers,
“Cleanse your hands ye sinners; purify your hearts,
ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn and
weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning and
your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the
sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up.” Believ-
ers need to see the exceeding sinfulness of sin and
long for sensitive consciences. HAGEL
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