fo the left must be
stopped! . .
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especially verse 22 “. . . | am made all things to all men,
that I might by all means save some.” However, even a
cursory reading of this passage in context gives no hint
that Paul would compromise Bible ethics. The end
never justifies the means! This passage simply states
that there must be clear communication of the Gospel.
In other words, you must approach men using their lan-
guage, idioms, background, and symbols in presenting
the message of truth. To Jews he spoke as a Jew using
their religious background and the Old Testament to
present the Messiah. To Greeks he used good Greek
and presented the Gospel in their language and think-
ing. To the weak and unlearned, he was especially sim-
ple and clear. But he never stooped to compromise or
watered down the message to gain or keep the audience
(I Cor. 1:17-31). We must not add our offense to the
offense of the Gospel. According to the Scripture, the
Gospel goes against the grain; but the Holy Spirit
moves to convict. The result is a miracle!

We need not use questionable language, methods,
or music to attract. We do not need the Devil’s help in
doing God'’s work. The world today is extremely enter-
tainment oriented—so is the worldly church! How can
the difference between being saved or lost be demon-
strated in such a church? And is such a church likely to
become more godly and like our Savior with such
methods? It is one thing for a church to be attractive in
appearance, exciting in its advertisements, and clear in
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pitch for happiness! It is not that we have all the solu-
tions to life’s problems! It is essential to be saved from
wrath! For men who do not trust Christ, there is judg-
ment and hell!

Let us sharpen our image. We ought to have excit-
ing music that is well prepared and presented. Our ser-
mons must be interesting and pungent. BUT to do so,
we must not go to the jungle for our music, and we
must not be mere entertainers in our preaching.

It would be well if we did not use non-biblical
words in our inviting men to Christ. Instead of ‘com-
mitment’ why not the biblical word ‘saved’? Of course,
the word ‘commitment’ sounds nice and dignified. The
word ‘saved’ means you are lost, in dire trouble, and in
need of a Savior.

Another word that bothers me, although I am sure
most folk using it are not aware of its history, is the
word ‘share’ which is used often to mean a witness.
About twenty-five years ago this word was brought
into our vocabulary by the new-evangelicals (especially
Campus Crusade). Before that time, it does not occur
in Christian literature or usage! It was used to take the
offense out of our dealing with lost people. What is
wrong with biblical terms of ‘preach’ or ‘declare’ or
even ‘witness’?

The continuing drift to the left must be stopped!
Yes, it must be reversed! Revival could do it; it has

done it before. May it happen again!  t{AG]

] Vs smewt av av mavv Jrevs wa vnaaw

Preach the Word ¢ April-June 2001



