the “divine
appointment,”
trusting God to
direct us to the
person He has
prepared.

ued, the Lord taught me to not focus on those
who were disinterested, but to look for those who
were willing to listen.

In this lesson the Lord also helped me to go a
step further. I was not merely to tolerate those who
were not interested but to view them as sinners for
whom Christ died. I began to view people at the
door as those propitiated by the blood of Christ—
God’s justice completely satisfied. Then He, in His
mercy and grace, is seeking the lost to be recon-
ciled to Himself. I learned to recognize the “bad
calls” as those described in Colossians 1:21-alien-
ated and enemies in their mind; alienated in that
they are turning from God and enemies in that
they are hostile toward God. As the ambassadors
of a propitiated and loving God we are to beg
these hostile people to be reconciled to Him

Secondly, the Lord taught me to anticipate the
“divine appointment.” By that I mean as I went
door-to-door I understood that God would lead me
to someone who would be receptive to the gospel.
The “divine appointment” certainly includes those
who are saved at the door but also those who listen
to the entire plan of salvation, realizing for the first
time that what they believe is inconsistent with bib-
lical salvation. I realized then that the gospel had
been communicated and, to some extent, they had
been enlightened or convicted by the truth.

I asked if I could show them how to receive Christ
as their Savior. She replied, “I am sure that you
will anyway!” After I finished she expressed that
they were not interested, and I left. On that partic-
ular day I was training a teenager from our church.
I explained to him that he had just experienced
God’s grace—God, in His goodness and forbear-
ance, gave this couple, though not interested, the
opportunity to be saved (Romans 2:4).

Though an adequate call, I did not sense this
to be God’s appointment. So we continued to go
from “buzzer-to-buzzer.” The first apartment we
buzzed no one answered. At the second apartment
someone responded to the buzzer and allowed us
to enter. As we walked into the apartment build-
ing, a young lady opened the door and permitted
us to present the plan of salvation. She appeared to
understand the gospel and to be convicted of her
sin. When we invited her to receive Christ as her
Saviour, she gladly accepted the gospel. That was
our divine appointment! Praise the Lord!—“The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are
few” (Matthew 9:37). What a privilege we have to
represent a propitiated God before a hostile world,
and what a joy to anticipate the “divine appoint-
ment,” trusting God to direct us to the person He
has prepared. May God bless our witnessing as we
endeavor to reach souls for Christ HAGEL
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