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game. They were urged to bring an
unsaved friend with them. Those who
did were allowed to ride with me in
my van. This was often the beginning
of a witness that led to the salvation
of the friend.

. One year my wife had weekly ten-
nis lessons and games with the girls.
The girls brought unsaved friends and
witnessed to them during the after-
noon. Many of them also were won
to Christ.

Special activities for combined boys
and girls can also have an evangelis-
tic outreach.

Our group had a private skating
party each month. They were encour-
aged to bring an .unsaved teen. At
the end of the activity, everyone sat
on the floor, and I had a short devo-
tional time with a strong evangelistic
appeal. During the year we had teens
saved every month but one. After
that one activity I reminded -my offi-
cers in the next planning session that
our goal was to ‘win the unsaved.
They got busy inviting again, and we
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a light meal before the Youth Meet-
ing. The Youth Choir sang in the
evening service. (This was a great
incentive for parents to come hear
their teens.) We tried to win some
each week. During the week, I fol-

activity an
opportunity to
reach souls for

Christ.

lowed up with a visit to the visiting -

teens. The pastor followed with a
visit to the family. The church grew

from 165 to 425 in less than three’

years. The youth program was largely
responsible for this growth. Our choir

was so popular with the young people
that we filled the choir loft to capac-
ity and had as many as 17 teens wait-
ing for an opening in the choir.
There is no absolutely perfect or

right way for every youth work. This
worked for us. (Sunday was the time
when all our young people were there at

the same time.) The underlying factors
that make any program work is leadership
and the right goal: make every activity an
opportunity to reach souls for Christ.
Young people need constant encourage-

ment and example to develop a heart for |

souls.
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